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BRINGING IT HOME 
Mayor: Now we can do the job 'you elected us to do' 

BY KERI MOOREHEAD 

Mayor Deirdre Waterman's third 
annual State of the City address 
gave her an opportunity to talk 

about the positive changes in Pontiac since 
her election in 2013. 

The theme this year: "Bringing It Back 
Home." 

Speaking June 29 to an enthusiastic 

crowd at the Bowens Senior Center, the 
mayor began by thanking the numerous 
public officials who attended- including 
U.S. Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, 
Michigan House Democratic leader Tim 
Greimel, and Oakland County Sheriff 
Michael Bouchard among others. 

"This year's theme I've chosen is 
'Bringing It Back Home' because we 
have brought a number of things in house 

again," Waterman said. "Another sense of 
the theme is that we brought back home 
the power of elected officials to do the job 
you elected us to do." 

The mayor continued with a major an
nouncement that a two-year rolling budget 
for the city had been approved by the 
Receivership Transition Advisory Board, 
or RTAB. Waterman submitted the budget 
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'Putting our money where promised' 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

to council on April 29 and said she was 
proud of the RTAB's unanimous approval 
on June 9. 

"This was after four months of critical fi
nancial analysis and negotiation that began 
with my offer of a shared goal," Waterman 
said. "After much calculation, hundreds 
of pages of questions and review, we have 
passed a budget that completely reflects 
the independence of the officials you 
elected." 

This budget will give Pontiac more 
financial stability to provide maintenance 
and repair to Pontiac 's infrastructure. 

The mayor noted that this budget will 
allow Pontiac to take the steps to becom
ing a "livable and sought after community 
again. 

"We are putting our money where our 
promises have been," she added. 

One of Waterman's first goals is to repair 
damaged roads that are scattered through
out Pontiac. 

These projects include the Featherstone 
Bridge, North Saginaw, Paddock Road, 
Franklin Boulevard, Joslyn Road, Center
Point Parkway, Woodward Loop Phase I, 
Hill Street, Terry, and Dresden. 

Waterman said she also plans to have 
a modified citywide survey of Pontiac's 
sidewalks to help determine which side
walks need to be repaired the most. 

Waterman also outlined plans to con
tinue with the eradication of condemned 
properties in the city. So far, 450 con
demned properties have been eliminated, 
she said. 

Waterman also announced that Pontiac 
has collaborated with the Oakland Living
ston Human Service Agency, or OLHSA, 
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Mayor Waterman with Chief Judge Cynthia Thomas Walker of 50th District Court. 

and the Treasurer's Office in a program 
called Revive. 

Revive is a program that is "funded to 
teach construction trade to underemployed 
workers." 

Waterman hopes that if this program 
is successful, it will be expanded in the 
future for better job opportunities. 

With all these plans in motion, Water
man feels like her job as mayor has only 
recently started with the recent departure 
of a state-appointed city administrator. 

"Although technically I've been in the 
mayor's office for two and a half years 
now, with the city administrator gone, it 
almost feels like I've really just got started 
on being able to work my agenda for the 

city without being impeded," said Water
man. 

Waterman is positive that her theme, 
"Bringing It Back Home," will restore the 
"pride and dignity" that the Pontiac com
munity was known for in the past. 

"It has taken much effort and positive 
action to get us to this point, but many 
have seen the now-positive press coverag
es that are talking about the new exciting 
narrative that's happening in Pontiac," 
added Waterman. 

Thanking the audience, Waterman con
cluded her third annual State of the City 
address with these words: 

"I believe in you Pontiac, the victory is 
ours." 

Residents~ reaction: 'hearing unity messages is criticar' 
Glen Konopaskie, Pontiac Downtown 
Business Association: 

"When we voted [Mayor Deirdre Waterman] in , 
one of the biggest things that we were looking at 
the candidates was she had the best chance of 
unifying the city and that's what we saw tonight. 

"Everything we do is very important so hearing 
unity messages is critical." 

Christian Marcillo, Pontiac entrepreneur: 

"In the past, her tone was always about what 
she has done but today, her tone was definitely 
changed by showing the betterment of the com
munity by highlighting the partners and using the 
work week to bring the community together. 

"We're both business owners in the city, we're 
long-term residents and Glen runs downtown 
Pontiac, so we have strong interest and for us, 
this is all local so this is good." 
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50th District Court Chief Judge Cynthia 
Thomas Walker: 

"I thought the mayor's address was very uplift
ing. She did a great job with trying to tie up a lot 
of loose ends. 

"I like her positivity. She does a good job just 
staying focused and staying positive and not 
getting pulled into things that aren't healthy for 
the city and I appreciate that. " 

-Interviews by Alexus Bomar 



TRANSFORMATIONS 
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The Leaders of the Future group includes 
students from Oakland University and 
Pontiac who work on projects like Super 
Hero Saturday to improve the city one 
ambitious step at a time. 

Future leaders engaged in the city 
BY PAIGE BROCKWAY 

Pontiac high school students have 
rallied together to create the Leaders 
of the Future, a 501 ( c )3 nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to trans
form Pontiac through volunteer work and 
positive action. 

"We are doing so much more than com
munity service and youth involvement," 
said Anders Engnell, the group's chief 
executive officer. 

)Engnell came up with the idea for the 
Leaders of the Future during his senior 
year at Pontiac's International Technology 
Academy. Engnell graduated high school 
in 2014, and is now majoring in mathe
matics and creative writing at Oakland 
University. 

The Leaders of the Future meet at the 
Baldwin Center every Friday from 5 to 
8 p.m. The meetings are divided into 
tutoring and mentoring sessions, business 
training and exercises, and group bonding. 

The group holds community service 
events - which they call "Superhero Sat
urdays" - about twice a month. Examples 
of Superhero Saturday projects include 
cleaning up parks, painting over graffiti 
and mowing lawns. 

"We identify areas of need in Pontiac, 
and then send out our teams to those 
areas," Engnell said. 

After their work is done, the group kicks 
back with fun activities like mini golf, 
laser tag and go-karting. 

The group also holds "Golden Week," 
an annual weeklong inner-city retreat that 
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combines business training, community 
action and relationship building. This 
year's Golden Week is planned July 24-30 
at Camp Wathana in Holly. 

The Leaders of the Future currently in
cludes about 30 active high schoolers and 
a community executive team made up of 
eight high schoolers and college interns. 
The community executive team takes care 
of member recruitment, meetings and 
community service events. 

"We have a big variety of students in our 
group and no one is left out," said Janelle 
Arnold, executive team and district leader 
assistant. 

For more information on how to get 
involved in the Leaders of the Future, visit 
http://www.l.fpontiac.org/ or contact An
ders Engnell at asengnell@l.fpontiac.org. 



PONTIAC POWER WEEK 

'Roadkill Nights' festival is set 
T he City of Pontiac will be in top gear in 2016 with "Pontiac 

Power Week," a full week of programming leading up to 
the Woodward Dream Cruise. 

Activities and events are planned throughout the city, including 
downtown and the city's newest auto enthusiast attraction, M1 
Concourse. 

Events include the Pontiac Power Week Classic Car Show in 
the city's core; Corvettes on Woodward and the Optima Ulti
mate Film Festival Drive-In Movie at M1 Concourse, and the 
jaw-dropping 'Roadkill Nights' festival and drag race event that 
will bring Woodward to a literal stop Friday, Aug. 19. 

The thoroughfare will be closed for legal drag racing on that 
day only. The event held at the new M1 Concourse will feature 
live local music, curated food trucks, and classic cars from every 
era will round out the fun. Dodge is the event sponsor. 

"We're excited about hosting 'Roadkill Nights' as one of the 
main events during our newly branded 'Pontiac Power Week' 
festival," said Mayor Deirdre Waterman. 

In addition, the Pontiac Power Week Classic Car Show returns 
to downtown Pontiac, Aug. 19-20 as part of the 22nd Annual 
Woodward Dream Cruise. Enjoy live entertainment, food, drinks, 
vendors and more brought to you by Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort and Flagstar Bank! 

Classic Car Show returns to downtown Aug. 19-20 

better. We certainly thank our sponsors for assisting us in making 
the event possible." 

"Again this year, the City of Pontiac will participate in the 
Woodward Dream Cruise," Mayor Waterman stated. "We have 
expanded our footprint and this year will be even bigger and 

For more information about the week's event see the Pontiac 
Power Week website: http://www.pontiacpowerweekevents.com/ 

Annual block party rewards city residents for their resilience 
BY KERI MooREHEAD 

Pontiac hosted a second annual Meet Up 
and Eat Up Block Party on Saturday, June 
25. 

The event took place from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Aaron Perry Park and featured live 
music, food and kids activities, all free of 
charge. 

The event was sponsored by Unique 
Food Management, the City of Pontiac, 
Oakland Livingston Human Services 
Agency, Sheriff PAL Program, Oakland 
University, and the United Way for South-

eastern Michigan. 
Meet Up and Eat Up, according to 

United Way, is a "collaborative movement 
to ensure that every child has access to 
nutritious meals three times a day, 365 
days a year." Meet Up and Eat Up is an 
initiative of the Michigan No Kid Hunger, 
which seeks to eliminate child hunger in 
Michigan. 

During the summer, children who rely 
on reduced or free lunch during the school 
year often face limited food resources 
while on summer break. Meet Up and 
Eat Up allows for parents and caregivers 
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to locate places where children can have 
access to healthy, free meals at locations 
throughout Michigan. 

Pontiac just happens to be one one of 
those locations. 

"Our 2nd Annual Block Party offers 
families and friends a great opportunity 
to enjoy themselves while embracing the 
spirit of Pontiac" said Deirdre Waterman, 
mayor of Pontiac. 

"This is a chance for the city to give 
back to the residents who have been so 
resilient during a period of difficult times 
for Pontiac," she added. 

Oakland University journalism students Alexus Bomar, 
Paige Brockway and Keri Moorehead and graduates 
Shaqela Chapman and Anthony Spak contributed stories 
for this Summer 2016 newsletter- the third in a series. 

Oakland University journalism director Garry Gilbert 
supervised the students and edited the stories. 

Faculty member Holly Gilbert designed the newsletter. 
Oakland graduate Kaniqua Daniel Welch, a public 

relations practitioner for Weber Shandwick, assisted in the 
development of the Spirit of Pontiac newsletter. 

The students work as interns for city officials as part of 
the Oakland University/Pontiac Initiative. 
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GRIZZLIES ON THE PROWL 

Students explore city life 
BY ANTHONY SPAK 

Arare breed of bear prowled the 
downtown district on Wednesday, 
April3, as Oakland University stu

dents were introduced to the city for Grizz 
Night in Pontiac. 

Over a dozen Pontiac businesses 
participated, offering their services and 
some specials to OU Golden Grizzlies to 
welcome them downtown. 

"I didn 't realize that downtown Pontiac 
had half of these businesses open," Oak
land nursing student Kristiana Hila said. 

Businesses handed out informational 
pamphlets, future event info and discounts 
to students, which Hila believes will give 
students reasons to come back. 

"It's a university community around the 
area and I'm glad they're getting in
volved," Hila said. 

Hila, former vice president of the OU 
Social Media Street team, and a group 
of her friends participated in the Grizz 
Night scavenger hunt, stopping at many 
businesses up and down Saginaw Street. 
Her favorite activities of the evening 
included playing Nintendo 64 at Liberty 
Bar, exploring the Main St. Pawn Shop 
and savoring the pulled pork sliders at the 
Pontiac Little Art Theatre. 

Audra Westberg, along with her husband 
Kyle, owns two businesses downtown, 
Lafayette Market and Anytime Fitness as 
well as the Lafayette Place Lofts. She of
fered students complementary coffee and 
cookies as well as a 50 percent discount on 
the market's products for the evening. 

Westberg hopes that her market can be a 
place where OU students can congregate 
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Liberty Bar and other downtown businesses welcome Oakland University students. 

to have a coffee, a sandwich or a pop and 
enjoy the vibrant downtown atmosphere. 

"We had instant interest [in Grizz Night] 
because OU is our neighbor," Westberg 
said. "OU students have this cool, vibrant 
place 10 minutes down the street and [the 
business owners] are making sure we 
provide a fun, safe environment." 

OU sophomores Claire Hendon and 
Savannah Barket attended Grizz Night 
after Hendon received an invitation from 
the Center for Multicultural Initiatives. 
Both expressed the desire for a Bear Bus 
route to be established between campus 
and Pontiac. 

"Everyone goes to Rochester, not Ponti
ac," Hendon said, adding that she believes 

more students would visit downtown if 
similar transportation was provided. 

Jay Burgher, owner of Mad Cow Custom 
Leather in downtown Pontiac, offered a 
gift of his own to visiting Oakland Uni
versity students. Using his own custom 
leather, Burgher designed and cut 1 00 
complementary key fobs as a gift for stu
dents who stopped by his shop. 

"I recognize how much OU is doing and 
its appreciated," Burgher said. "We need 
to work together and I made the fobs to 
make sure it's reciprocated." 

For more information on events 
downtown, visit the Pontiac Downtown 
Business Association's website at www. 
pontiacdba.com. 

M 1 Concourse will offer the ride of a lifetime to car enthusiasts 
BY ALEXUS BOMAR 

An auto enthusiast's dream is to be able 
to drive an exotic, high-end car such as a 
Lamborghini or a Ferrari without having 
to pay the price to buy it. 

Brad Oleshansky, the founder and CEO 
of the new M1 Concourse, is making that 
dream a reality this August. 

Oleshanski's M1 Concourse offers 

flexible loft space and over 250 private 
garages to showcase cars and a 1.5-mile 
performance track with a one-third mile 
straightaway, turns, elevation changes and 
a skidpad to test drive glamorous cars. 

A grand opening is set for Sunday, Aug. 
14, for the Woodward Avenue project, 
which sits on a former General Motors 
site in Pontiac. The event will be part of 
Pontiac Power Week Aug. 14-20. 
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Xtreme Xperience will give people an 
opportunity during the first weekend of 
August to drive a Lamborghini, Porsche or 
McLaren. With a starting price of $219 to 
drive three laps, a person could choose a 
three-car package or a custom package. 

The M1 Concourse will serve as a start
ing point for the Woodward Dream Cruise 
Saturday, Aug. 20, along a 16-mile stretch 
on Woodward Avenue. 



SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 

Property values reveal progress 
BY PAIGE BROCKWAY 

As 2016 unravels, developments 
across Pontiac point to progress on 
many fronts. Coming up, citizens 

can expect to see more construction proj
ects evolving, businesses moving in and 
new housing developing. 

"Our city is coming out of the red 
and heading into more stable econom-
ic progress," said Deputy Mayor Jane 
Bais-DiSessa. "Our city is getting better, 
it's on the right track." 

Onward and Upward 
Pontiac's financial stability was high

lighted at a Jan. 20 meeting of the Re
ceivership Transition Advisory Board. 
Pontiac's operations have been monitored 
by the four-man, state-appointed board 
since 2013. 

As reported by The Oakland Press, Fi
nancial Director N evrus N azarko informed 
board members that Pontiac's financial 
outlook is stable. 

"We have cash flow for the next six 
months and were clear as of Dec. 31, 
2015," Nazarko said. 

Former City Administrator Joseph 
Sobota said that "Pontiac is currently [the] 
strongest city in Oakland County from a 

financial perspective. The city is in this 
current position because the benefits of 
the massive restructuring of government 
operations and the sale of assets by previ
ous emergency managers are starting to be 
realized." 

The Village at Bloomfield 
One major project that is underway 

is the Village at Bloomfield, which is 
currently in the development stages and 
will be situated on the border of Pontiac 
and Bloomfield Township at the site of the 
abandoned Bloomfield Park project. 

Southfield-based real estate developer 
REDICO plans to reinvigorate the blighted 
area by adding retailers, office space, 
restaurants, a movie theater and a hotel. 
Other additions will include senior living 
and multi-family rental housing. 

The total investment in the new project 
is estimated at $150 million, according to 
Ken Till, RED ICO senior vice president. 

"We hope to start demolition this sum
mer, then site work in the fall and vertical 
construction in spring of2017," Till said. 

"We hope it's well received by the com
munity. Everything we do, we hope it's 
something that will satisfy the needs of the 
residents and something that they will be 
happy and excited about," Till said. 

Rising home market values 

The City of Pontiac saw a significant 
rise in median home sale values from 
2009 to 20 15. The changes vary by zip 
code, as shown in the chart below, as 
reported by the Detroit Free Press in 
January: 

ZIP 2009 2015 Increase 

48340 $8,000 $30,000 298.46% 

48341 $11,225 $51,120 275.00% 

48342 $6,500 $25,900 355.44% 

Rising home market values can indi
cate progress in many areas. 

"It means the value of your land is 
increasing," said Jane Bais-DiSessa. 
"The area around you is progressing 
... You're starting to see some change. 
You're seeing people build more 
homes, you're seeing people improve 
their homes, you're seeing businesses 
pick back up, you're seeing more kids 
coming to register for school, things of 
that nature." 

- PAIGE BROCKWAY 

Return to local control 'has been a long journey' 
The people of the City of Pontiac are 

once again in charge of their city's 
financial future. 

A state-appointed financial oversight 
board agreed March 31 to return city op
erations to its elected mayor, Dr. Deirdre 
Waterman, and the city council. 

A state evaluation of the city showed 
"significant" progress had occurred since 
it was placed under receivership in 2009 
while deeply in debt. 

The city now has more than $10 million 
in reserves, according to a story by report
er Carol Hopkins for The Oakland Press. 

"This has been a long journey to get to 
this point," Mayor Waterman said. 

"We realize we are a role model [for 
communities under emergency control]. 
We accept this place in history." 

"This is a significant event for the 
city and being done because of the real 
progress made by the city," said Edward 
Koryzno, State Treasury Office of Respon
sibility administrator. 

The mayor and city council now have 
authority to conduct city business as out
lined in the City Charter. 

Waterman said she is thrilled for the city. 
"I feel a real satisfaction being here to 

lead the city to this position. 
"I'm looking forward to the future now 

that we are freed from these restraints." 
City Administrator Joseph Sobota, ap

pointed by the state, left his position after 
the transition. 

"Life in Pontiac is better than when the 
financial crisis became evident in 2004," 
he said. 
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Waterman said the deputy mayor, Jane 
Bais-DiSessa, would assume the duties of 
chief administrative officer. 

The advisory board will return into 
session if any of the following issues 
arise, said Terry Stanton, Treasury Office 
spokesman. 

Those matters include budget adop-
tion, budget amendments, contracts of 
$500,000 or more, collective bargaining or 
settlement of ongoing litigation connected 
with the Phoenix Center or retiree health
care. 

"The Mayor and Council have shown 
the ability to work with [the state] and 
establish solid financial footing going 
forward," Stanton said. 

Council member Kermit Williams called 
the return to home rule a "milestone." 
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Robert Maxfield, Mayor Deirdre Waterman, Oakland President George Hynd and Tom Kimble spoke at the March Town Hall. 

OU-community network expands 
BY PAIGE BROCKWAY 

The Oakland University/Pontiac Ini
tiative held a Town Hall Meeting in 
March to discuss the partnership's 

evolution over the past year and a half. 
Mayor Deirdre Waterman, Oakland 

University President George Hynd, and 
Partnership co-chairs Robert Maxfield and 
Thomas Kimble welcomed dozens of in
terested Pontiac residents, public officials, 
university staff members and students. 

Those in attendance reflected on prog
ress that the partnership has made on 
various fronts since the last meeting in 
November. 

An open forum session allowed different 
organizations to report on their initiatives' 

developments, successes and challenges. 
"This is a relationship where both parties 

profit equally, to the benefit of the commu
nity," said Hynd. 

During the second half of the meeting, 
the large group split into breakout sessions 
that covered topics ranging from project 
planning and fundraising to community 
outreach and social media engagement. 
This gave community members and lead
ers a chance to connect with each other to 
share resources and ideas. 

"You've been networking in ways that 
we never imagined," Waterman said. 

"You don't need our permission to 
meet," Maxfield said, encouraging the 
different groups to continue collaborating 
on their own. 

FIVE KEY GOALS 
Five key goals of the partnership 
identified at the March meeting: 
1. To be a catalyst for relationship build
ing and collaboration between OU and 
Pontiac-based groups 
2. To connect OU faculty with new re
search opportunities that exist in Pontiac 
3. To connect Pontiac-based entities 
with faculty, students and programs 
4. To connect OU students to opportu
nities that exist in Pontiac for volunteer
ing, internships, recreation, arts, service 
and work 
5.To provide consistent, accurate and 
timely communication between Pontiac 
and OU communities 

TRANSPORTATION BY SHAQELA CHAPMAN The Woodward Avenue 
Transit Alternatives Analysis 
is studying options for the 27-
mile corridor that runs through 
Detroit, Highland Park, Fern
dale, Pleasant Ridge, Hunting
ton Woods, Berkley, Royal 
Oak, Birmingham, Bloomfield 
Township, Bloomfield Hills, 
and Pontiac. 

tive for Woodward Avenue. 
Bus Rapid Transit combines 
the high-performance char
acteristics of rail with the 
flexibility and economy of 
buses and offers a range of 
technologies. 

Plans for a new way to trav-

0 ti • d .c el up and down Woodward 
p ODS examine tOr Avenue between Detroit and 

27-mile Woodward 
corridor from Pontiac 

to downtown Detroit 

Pontiac are in the works. 
The Southeast Michigan 

Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) is conducting 
the Woodward Avenue Rapid 
Transit Alternatives Analysis 
(AA) project. 

Bus Rapid Transit has been 
selected as the modal alterna-

PAGE 7 SPIRIT of PONTIAC SUMMER 2016 

There are two types of BRT: 
Fixed Guideway and Mixed-In 
Traffic. The two BRT options 
will move forward for further 
evaluation. 
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Civic engagement is resurging 
I offered my third State of the City 

address on June 29 at Bowens Senior 
Citizens Center. This year's theme was 

"Bringing it Back Home." This applies to 
the fact that we've brought back home the 
power of local elected officials to do the 
job that you elected us to do - without 
state control. 

It has been a journey but we've come 
through. You may recall that Pontiac has 
had three emergency managers during sev
en years of state oversight. The state-ap
pointed Receivership Transition Advisory 
Board, however, voted in late March to 
restore democracy and restore to local 
elected officials the power to manage city 
government. 

We now have a budget that completely 
reflects the independence of state control 
and fiscally supports our strategic goals. 

We have emerged from a budget process 
that clearly demonstrates the capability 
of my administration to resume full fiscal 
control of the city. We have, for example, 
succeeded in meeting the challenge to 

compile a surplus 
revenue fund of at 
least 15 percent of 
revenue. In fact, we 
have doubled that 
standard. This has 
given us financial 
stability to provide 
more maintenance Mayor Deirdre 
and repair of our Waterman 
roads, which had 
been lacking under 
the tenure of the state administrators. The 
good news is that we can now begin to 
restore some of the services that will make 
Pontiac a livable and sought-after commu
nity again. 

Our budget is not just a financial paper. 
It is also the vehicle by which we can 
prove our commitment to accomplish 
certain goals for our community. In other 
words, we're putting our money where our 
promises have been. 

• We are moving full steam ahead with 
eliminating blight in our neighborhoods. 

Since taking office in January 2014, there 
have been nearly 450 condemned resi
dences demolished. 

• Fifty other homes have been restored 
through rehab agreements, which allows 
salvageable properties to be restored by 
motivated buyers, plus 49 others are in the 
pipeline. Rehabbing homes allow afford
able housing stock to be saved. 

• Violent crime statistics are down 
3 7 percent in the past two years, which 
puts us on a status similar to every other 
Oakland County urban city. That's a huge 
accomplishment that we can broadcast. 

Without question, there is a renewed 
spirit of civic engagement in our commu
nity. We're bringing back home the pride 
and dignity we had in our community. The 
Spirit of Pontiac is resilient and resurging. 

Deirdre Waterman has been mayor of 
Pontiac since 2014. She holds the dis
tinction of being the city s first woman to 
serve as mayor and the states first Afri
can-American female ophthalmologist. 

~ . 
I 


	spirit01
	spirit02
	spirit03
	spirit04
	spirit05
	spirit06
	spirit07
	spirit08

